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Introduction
This document outlines the historical connection between the Pollard family and the manor 
of Combe Martin, North Devon. The Pollards were powerful Tudor officials in 16th century 
England.

It traces the transition from feudal ownership by birth-right, to tenant-held land, highlighting 
the roles of Sir Richard Pollard and his son Sir John Pollard in shaping the village’s 
landholding structure and social legacy.

Sir Richard Pollard (c.1505–1542)
• Granted the manor of Combe Martin by King Henry VIII on 25 October 1537. 
• Rewarded for his role in the Dissolution of the Monasteries, acting as a royal 

surveyor and agent of Thomas Cromwell. 
• His acquisition tied Combe Martin directly to the Tudor court and national religious 

reform. 
• Oversaw the dismantling of major shrines, including Saint Thomas Becket’s at 

Canterbury Cathedral. 

Sir John Pollard (c.1528–1575)
• Inherited the manor of Combe Martin upon Richard’s death in 1542. 
• Later sold the manor to its tenants, and the demesne lands to his servant William 

Hancock (Risdon, Survey of Devon [1810 edition], p.348). 
• This marked the end of feudal lordship in Combe Martin and the beginning of tenant 

and individual land ownership. 
• In his will (PCC 47 Pyckering), John Pollard: 

• Left money to the poor of Combe Martin. 
• Made bequests to his daughters. 
• Granted his wife the lease of his London town house. 

William Hancock (c. 1523-1587)

Combe Martin demesne lands owner under King Henry VIII. According to Find a Grave, 
Memorial ID 287183397: Hancock is buried in Combe Martin   St Peter’s   Churchyard, and 
his memorial includes a monumental brass inscription mounted on a board in the North 
Chancel. This placement suggests a degree of status and respect within the parish—
especially for someone who began as a servant and rose to become a landholder. 
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https://www.combemartinvillage.co.uk/churches
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/287183397/william-hancock


Historical Significance
• The Pollards’ stewardship reflects a broader shift in Tudor England from feudalism 

to market-based landholding. 
• John Pollard’s divestment of the manor empowered local families and ended 

centuries of hierarchical land control. 
• His philanthropic bequests suggest a continued connection to the village and its 

welfare. 

Sources
• History of Parliament Online – Sir John Pollard   
• The National Archives – PCC Wills Guide   
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Explanatory Key

Manor of Combe Martin

A historic estate in North Devon, England. In Tudor times, a manor typically included land, 
buildings, and legal rights held by a lord. Combe Martin’s manor was granted by the Crown 
and later sold to tenants.

Sir Richard Pollard (c.1505–1542)

A lawyer and royal official under King Henry VIII. He played a key role in the Dissolution 
of the Monasteries, helping dismantle religious institutions and seize their assets. In 
return, he was granted lands—including Combe Martin.

Dissolution of the Monasteries

A major event (1536–1541) during the English Reformation where Henry VIII closed 
monasteries, priories, and convents, redistributing their wealth and land to loyal subjects 
like Pollard.

Thomas Cromwell

Chief minister to Henry VIII and architect of the Dissolution. Pollard worked under 
Cromwell’s direction.
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https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/wills-1384-1858/
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Saint Thomas Becket’s Shrine

A richly decorated shrine in Canterbury Cathedral, destroyed in 1538 as part of the 
Reformation. Pollard oversaw its dismantling, linking Combe Martin’s history to national 
religious reform.

Sir John Pollard (c.1528–1575)

Richard Pollard’s son and heir. He inherited Combe Martin but later sold the manor to its 
tenants and demesne lands to his servant, marking a shift from feudalism to local 
ownership. The precise date of the manor’s dispersal is yet to be established.

Demesne Lands

The portion of a manor retained by the lord for personal use or income. Selling these lands 
to a servant (William Hancock) reflects changing social structures in Tudor England.

PCC 47 Pyckering

A reference to John Pollard’s will, proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC), 
in the Pyckering register. This legal record confirms his bequests and estate decisions.

Bequests

Gifts left in a will. John Pollard’s bequests included money to the poor of Combe Martin, 
provisions for his daughters, and a lease for his wife.

Feudal Lordship

A medieval system where land was held by lords who controlled tenants. John Pollard’s 
sale of the manor ended this structure in Combe Martin.

Tenant Ownership

After Sir John Pollard sold Combe Martin Manor, local residents gained control of the land 
they lived on—an early form of property ownership that empowered communities.

Details of Sir John Pollard’s testamentary bequests are drawn from his will proved in 1542, 
held at The National Archives (UK). This document outlines Pollard’s instructions for burial, 
provision for his wife and daughters, and charitable gifts to the poor of Combe Martin. For 
access, see: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/.
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• This document may be printed and downloaded for private study.

• The content may not be altered or republished for commercial use or gain.

• Any quotations or references must cite the original source.

Notes

The Dissolution of the Monasteries (1536–1541) redistributed vast church lands to royal 
loyalists like Richard Pollard. His son’s sale of those lands to locals reflects a second wave 
of redistribution—this time from gentry to community. 

Overall, Henry VIII's reign marked a shift towards a more market-oriented economy, with 
increased trade and landholding dynamics. 

Under Henry VIII, England saw the rise of market-based landholding. The Pollards’ actions 
mirror this shift: land became a commodity, not a birthright. 

3.1.6 Henry VIII: Economy, Religion and Cultural Change | AQA A-Level History Notes | 
TutorChase.

Combe Martin Manor: The Pollard Legacy | A Historical Overview of Ownership, Transition, and Philanthropy | P.  4 /4

https://www.tutorchase.com/notes/aqa-a-level/history/3-1-6-henry-viii-economy-religion-and-cultural-change
https://www.tutorchase.com/notes/aqa-a-level/history/3-1-6-henry-viii-economy-religion-and-cultural-change

	Combe Martin Manor: The Pollard Legacy
	By Combe Martin History Project | September 2025
	Introduction
	Sir Richard Pollard (c.1505–1542)
	Sir John Pollard (c.1528–1575)
	Historical Significance
	Sources
	Explanatory Key
	Manor of Combe Martin
	Sir Richard Pollard (c.1505–1542)
	Dissolution of the Monasteries
	Thomas Cromwell
	Saint Thomas Becket’s Shrine
	Sir John Pollard (c.1528–1575)
	Demesne Lands
	PCC 47 Pyckering
	Bequests
	Feudal Lordship
	Tenant Ownership

	Terms of Use
	Terms of Use


